Rod Westhorpe-covering a historical moment
The first edition of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care was published in August 1972 with Ben Barry, former Secretary of the Australian Society of Anaesthetists (ASA), as its inaugural editor. The original green and white cover was quite simple, illustrated only with a drawing of a morphine molecule. In 1984, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the founding of the ASA, the Editorial Board asked Dr Gwen Wilson to write a note about Gilbert Brown, the first President of the Society. This note was to accompany a black and white photograph of Brown on the cover of the journal. At the time, Gwen was preparing a history of anaesthesia in Australia and continued to provide illustrations and cover notes about Australian anaesthesia over the next few years. When she was unable to continue due to the work involved in the preparation of her book, One Grand Chain, the Editorial Board suggested that the Geoffrey Kaye Museum might provide some interesting illustrations for the cover.
Geoffrey Kaye had been the first Secretary of the ASA and collected anaesthetic equipment on his travels around the world. He used his collection when teaching medical students at Melbourne University and, when he established the ASA headquarters in Melbourne in 1951, he put the collection on display. He had a vision for a research facility, library and museum that would be widely used by members of the ASA. Unfortunately, his colleagues did not share this vision-they were too busy establishing themselves and their families in the immediate post-war years. In 1955, Kaye severed his relationship with the ASA and the collection was transferred to the Faculty of Anaesthetists at the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons. Fortunately, later in life, Geoffrey Kaye was reconciled with the anaesthesia community, just in time for the 1984 jubilee meeting and Gwen Wilson's first historical cover note on the Journal.
When the Editorial Board suggested that the museum contribute to the cover notes in 1988, Rod Westhorpe had been the Honorary Curator for just over a year. The collection was in a very disorganised state, packed in an odd selection of boxes on sagging shelves in the attic. There was an invaluable printed catalogue collated by Peter Penn in the 1960s but the numbering system on the boxes had little to do with the numbers in the catalogue. Rod had recruited me to assist him at this stage, even though my knowledge of anaesthesia history was limited to the few items in the collection that I had been cleaning, polishing and trying to identify. The Second International Symposium on the History of Anaesthesia had been held in London in 1987. Rod and I had attended and had both presented papers on items in the collection so, when the request came for cover notes, we at least knew we had some items ready for photographing and information we could use.
Rod had, even at this early stage, an encyclopaedic knowledge of the equipment in the museum and a fascination with how it all went together. My interest was, and remains, more focused on the stories associated with the equipment. For the first few years of being assigned cover notes, Rod sought out the items of interest and, despite the fact that it would have been quicker and easier to write the articles himself, generously allowed me to write some of my first historical papers. Even after my fledgling attempts at writing made it through Rod's editorial process, the subsequent drafts still came back bearing the marks of Jeanette Thirlwell's red pen.
Over the first few years we worked our way through the early anaesthetic equipment, picking pieces that fascinated us or we deemed suitable for an illustration. The photographs for these early covers were taken by the Educational Resources Department of the Royal Children's Hospital and the first cover notes were fairly brief. It soon became apparent that this was something which was going to continue and furthermore, with greater frequency, as in 1993, the journal went from a quarterly publication to a bimonthly one. This required us to become more organised and we started to plan series, tackling subjects that would span six or twelve covers and allow themes to be followed over a year or two. As digital cameras became available, Rod started taking the photographs himself, setting up improvised photographic booths in the corners of the museum.
Rod and I have now written these cover notes continuously since 1989. In 2012, the ASA kindly published a compilation of the cover notes in the book, Historical Notes on Anaesthesia and Intensive Care. This book includes all the cover notes up until the end of 2011 with many of the early contributions extensively reworked to bring them up to the standard of the later cover notes. Time goes quickly; there have already been another 24 cover notes written since then.
The cover notes will continue; the history of anaesthesia and intensive care is a seemingly endless subject and there is much still to be written and many images fit for the covers of this Journal. However, Rod Westhorpe has now retired from clinical practice and has decided that the November 2015 cover note will be his last. The Editorial Board wishes to acknowledge and thank him for the enormous contribution he has made to the Journal over the last 26 years but, since they offered to let me write this editorial, this must also be a personal reflection. My career as a writer and historian began and subsequently flourished solely because of Rod Westhorpe. I was given a wonderful opportunity to learn by working and writing with a person of great talent, knowledge and enthusiasm. In all the years that we have written together, we have never had a disagreement-except possibly over Rod's obsessional use of commas and his passionate dislike of the word 'however'. However, I think I may resurrect the word in the coming months and, although this may be Rod's last cover note, I sincerely hope that it is not the last thing I write with my extraordinary friend and colleague.
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